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GREAT ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held in The Memorial Hall on Wednesday 21 February 2018 
 
Present at the meeting. 
Councillors: Cllr N Palmer (in the Chair), Cllr D Cole, Cllr A Fischelis, Cllr C Johnson, 

Cllr H Mayes, Cllr E Palmer and Cllr M Scott. 
In attendance: Mrs H Hoier (Clerk). 

 

18/707 Formalities. 
 a) To receive and approve apologies for absence. 
  There were no apologies for absence from members as the full Council was present.  

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr D Hughes (ENC Woodford Ward) and 
Cllr S Hughes (NCC Irthlingborough Division). 

 b) To receive information requests/comments from members of the public. 
  An information request regarding the Council’s insurance and whether it covers all users of 

The Memorial Hall was received. 
 c) To receive declarations of discloseable pecuniary/other interests by Councillors and 

dispensation requests. 
  Cllr E Palmer (Church Warden) and Cllr N Palmer declared interests in the 2018/19 All 

Saints Church mowing contract because they are members of All Saints Church Parochial 
Church Council (agenda item 18/717 b) refers). 

 d) To resolve to exclude members of the public/press from the meeting when agenda 
items containing confidential information are transacted. 

  This procedure was not required as there were no agenda items identified by this Council as 
containing confidential information. 
 

18/708 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17 January 2018. 
  RESOLVED that these minutes be CONFIRMED by this Council as being a correct record of 

the meeting held on Wednesday 17 January 2018 and signed by the Chairman. 
 

18/709 Governance. 
 To adopt this Council’s draft revised Standing Orders with approved amendments. 
 This governing document was considered (with particular reference to the proposed replacement of 

content relating to the Council’s Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct and Complaints Procedure 
with references to separate sub-documents to be reviewed subsequently).  It was acknowledged that 
some minor amendments to the draft document are required. 

  RESOLVED that subject to APPROVED amendments, the draft revised Standing Orders be 
proposed, seconded and with all members present in favour; ADOPTED by this Council. 
 

18/710 Minor items (for information and/or delegated action only). 
 a) To receive and note reports from District and County representatives. 
  There were no reports from District and County representatives. 
 b) To receive and note decisions notified by ENC Planning Services. 
  17/02380/FUL full planning application for erection of agricultural worker’s dwelling 

house to replace temporary existing mobile home used as temporary agricultural 
worker’s dwelling at Patch Lodge Farm Caravan, Cranford Road, Great Addington. 

  It was noted that permission for this full planning application has been granted subject to 
conditions (minute 17/683 refers). 

 c) To receive and note correspondence/reports/publications from other organisations. 
  Correspondence/reports/publications relating to employment, environment and rural issues 

were received and noted. 
 d) To receive and note the action log from previous meetings. 
  The Council received and noted updates from Councillors and the Clerk regarding the 

progress of delegated actions/on-going items which are not within the Four Year Plan (with 
particular reference to siding out of the footway on Lower Street and reporting an incidence 
of fly tipping on Ringstead Road. 
 

18/711 East Northamptonshire Council (ENC). 
 To receive and note ENC correspondence/reports/publications (for information only). 
 Correspondence/reports/publications relating to the ENC Council meeting held on 29 January 2018 

were received and noted.  These items may be accessed directly by Great Addington residents and 
other interested parties via the relevant link on the Council’s website. 
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18/712 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC). 
 To receive and note NCC correspondence/reports/publications (for information only). 
 Correspondence/reports/publications relating to NCC corporate performance, waste management 

along with wellbeing issues were received and noted.  These items may be accessed directly by 
Great Addington residents and other interested parties via the relevant link on the Council’s website. 
 

18/713 Constituency for Corby. 
 To receive and note parliamentary correspondence/reports/publications sent on behalf of 

Mr T Pursglove MP (for information only). 
 Correspondence/reports/publications relating to Mr Pursglove MP’s activities in Westminster and his 

constituency including weekly surgeries were received and noted.  These items may be accessed 
directly by Great Addington residents and other interested parties via the relevant link on the 
Council’s website. 
 

18/714 To note the latest details of this Council’s Four Year Plan; confirm its priorities; and consider 
the options and resources available regarding achieving its short, medium and long term 
objectives (including any legal responsibilities). 

 The Council noted the latest details of this action plan which has been introduced by the Chairman to 
assist in confirming the Council’s priorities, achieving its objectives and monitoring its progress over 
the next four years. 

  RESOLVED that the latest details of items within the Four Year Plan reported at the meeting 
be NOTED, updated as necessary and that options and resources available to this Council 
be utilised as effectively as possible. 

 a) To note the latest details and consider proposals by this Council regarding its 
purchase of traffic calming schemes. 

  The Council noted the latest details of this objective (with particular reference to the 
installation of village entry gates).  It was acknowledged that the white lines and roundels 
throughout the village had been repainted recently but that a roundel on Ringstead Road had 
been sited incorrectly. 

 b) To note the latest details and consider proposals by this Council regarding its 
purchase of a village commemorative sign. 

  The Council noted the latest details of this objective (with particular reference to requesting 
an update from The Village Sign People regarding the design and dimensions of the sign). 

 c) To note the latest details and consider proposals by this Council regarding its review 
of governance documents. 

  The Council noted the latest details of this objective (with particular reference to the formal 
adoption of revised Standing Orders at an earlier point in the meeting).  It was acknowledged 
that a review of the Council’s Financial Regulations should now be undertaken (minute 
18/709 refers). 

 d) To note the latest details and consider proposals by this Council regarding its 
adoption of the red telephone box in Main Street. 

  The Council noted the latest details of this objective (with particular reference to the formal 
adoption procedure along with the practical implications of using the telephone box to house 
a defibrillator).  It was acknowledged that whatever the final decision regarding proposed 
use, that some restoration work would be required. 

 e) To note the latest details and consider proposals by this Council regarding upgrading 
footpath access to the Nene Valley Greenway. 

  The Council noted the latest details of this objective (with particular reference to a meeting 
with a representative from the ENC Community Partnerships Team on Friday 3 March 2018 
at 1:00 pm regarding alternative routes). 
 

18/715 Community. 
 a) To consider the options and resources available to this Council regarding developing 

a Neighbourhood Plan. 
  The Council continued to consider the options and resources available regarding this right to 

shape the development of the local area introduced by the Localism Act 2011.  It was again 
acknowledged that as developing a Neighbourhood Plan is a significant undertaking, that 
collaboration with neighbouring villages should be investigated (with particular reference to 
Little Addington). 

   RESOLVED to include this Council’s further consideration of the options and 
resources available regarding developing a Neighbourhood Plan on the agenda of 
the next scheduled meeting. 
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 b) To note the latest details of this Council’s new initiative to address the issue of 
inconsiderate parking. 

  The Council noted the latest details of this initiative whereby advisory leaflets are issued 
explaining the impact of parking inconsiderately.  It was acknowledged that although advice 
has been obtained from Northamptonshire Police regarding appropriate action to be taken 
when vehicles cause an obstruction, there is no formal training available for volunteers. 

   RESOLVED to include the latest details of this Council’s new initiative to address the 
issue of inconsiderate parking on the agenda of the next scheduled meeting. 

 c) To note an issue of concern regarding the height of conifer trees in Lower Street and 
to consider the options and resources available to this Council. 

  The Council noted concerns expressed regarding recent damage caused by strong winds to 
overhead cables (with particular reference to the potential implications for public safety) and 
considered the options and resources available to address this issue including 
correspondence with the landowner. 

   RESOLVED that an issue of concern regarding the height of conifer trees in Lower 
Street be NOTED and to seek advice from NCALC. 

 d) To receive and note correspondence from a local resident regarding access to a 
mains gas supply in Great and Little Addington. 

  The Council received and noted this correspondence and it was acknowledged that a 
request for expressions of interest should be posted on the Council’s website in order to 
gauge the opinion of other local residents. 

   RESOLVED that correspondence regarding access to a mains gas supply in Great 
and Little Addington be NOTED and that any expressions of interest received be on 
the agenda of the next scheduled meeting. 

 e) To note this Council’s copy for the March 2018 issue of Saints Alive! 
  The Council noted copy which had been submitted along with the regular items for inclusion 

in this issue for which the deadline was Thursday 15 February 2018 and prior to the date of 
the scheduled meeting. 

   RESOLVED that it be NOTED that a further appeal for volunteers to assist with 
Operation Spring Clean 2018 was included with the regular items in the March 2018 
issue of Saints Alive! 
 

18/716 Northamptonshire Action with Communities in Rural England (NACRE)/Northamptonshire 
County Association of Local Councils (NCALC)/Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC). 

 To receive and note NACRE/NCALC/SLCC correspondence/reports/publications (for 
information only). 

 Correspondence/reports/publications relating to NACRE membership along with the latest details of 
the new external audit arrangements were received and noted. 
 

18/717 Finance. 
 a) To review the effectiveness of this Council’s arrangements for the management of risk 

and systems of internal control for the year ended 31 March 2018. 
  The Council began to undertake a review of these procedures to ensure that they are 

adequate and have been maintained in accordance with proper accounting practices but it 
was acknowledged that some amendments will be required as part of this process. 

   RESOLVED to defer the transaction of this business item to the next scheduled 
meeting (at the Chairman’s discretion and on the grounds of procedural efficiency). 

 b) To confirm the scope of work regarding the 2018/19 All Saints Church mowing 
contract and to consider inviting tenders from approved contractors. 

  The Council reviewed the current arrangements regarding this contract (with particular 
reference to the frequency/timing of cuts required throughout the season) and it was 
acknowledged that JME Ground Services Ltd (as in previous years) has continued to provide 
a consistently efficient service. 

   RESOLVED that subject to agreement by JME Ground Services Ltd to not increase 
significantly the current price of £75 plus VAT per cut (of which the Council pays 
£56.25 plus VAT) so that it is likely to exceed £850 per annum, an extension to the 
terms and conditions of the 2017/18 All Saints mowing contract be proposed, 
seconded and with all members present in favour; APPROVED by this Council. 

 c) To receive and approve the monthly financial statements and bank reconciliation. 
  The Council received and scrutinised these documents to ensure that its bank balances 

reconcile to receipts and payments. 
   RESOLVED that this Council’s net bank balance of £11,021.35 on 21 February 2018 

reconciles to its receipts and payments. 
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 d) To receive and approve the monthly internal control checklist. 
   RESOLVED to defer the approval of this Council’s monthly internal checklist to the 

next scheduled meeting at the Chairman’s discretion and on the grounds of 
procedural efficiency. 

 e) To approve payments in accordance with relevant legislation. 
  The Council will approve the monthly schedule of payments once confirmation has been 

received that the proposed transactions have been budgeted accurately. 
   RESOLVED that the monthly schedule of payments at the total expenditure of 

£569.14 be proposed, seconded and with all members present in favour; 
APPROVED by this Council following confirmation that the proposed transactions 
have been budgeted accurately (including virement of £36.00 from the repairs 
reserve budget heading). 

  (i) Payment to the Information Commissioner for the data controller notification 
fee (2017/18). 

   PAY000033 - £35.00 (Data Protection Act 1998, s 18). 
  (ii) Payment to Northants CALC for the Emergency Planning course fee (6628). 
   PAY000034 - £36.00 (Local Government Act 1972, s 111). 
  (iii) Payment to the Public Works Loan Board for the bi-monthly loan repayment. 
   PAY000035 - £498.14 (National Loans Act 1968, s 3). 

 

18/718 To confirm any additional business to be included on the agenda of the next meeting. 
  RESOLVED that with the exception of receiving reports from Cllr C Johnson regarding 

attendance at the Addingtons Playing Field Association (APFA) meeting and the NCALC 
Emergency Planning workshop there was no further business to that already transacted 
which is of sufficient relevance to this Council and/or to Great Addington to be included on 
the agenda of the next or other subsequent meeting. 
 

18/719 To confirm and list action items from this meeting. 
 The Council confirmed details of the activity/task, person delegated and completion date for each 

action item from the meeting. 
  RESOLVED that action items from the meeting be CONFIRMED and a list made available to 

members as soon as possible. 
 

18/720 To confirm the date of the next meeting (scheduled to be held in The Memorial Hall, Woodford 
Road, Great Addington on Wednesday 21 March 2018 at 7:45 pm). 

  RESOLVED that the next meeting of this Council will be held in The Memorial Hall, 
Woodford Road, Great Addington on Wednesday 21 March 2018 at 7:45 pm. 
 

 The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:25 pm. 
 

 Signed by Cllr N Palmer (Chairman) at the meeting held on Wednesday 21 March 2018. 
 


